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VALIDATED 
Developed and validated by  
Oxford University Press and a  
team of independent experts

ENDORSED 
The Oxford Test of English is  
endorsed by the University of Oxford

ALIGNED 
Benchmarked against the Common 
European Framework of Reference (CEFR)
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The Oxford Test of English  
is a new, high-quality general 
English proficiency test. 

The Test is only available in Spain from a network of 
Approved Test Centres. It is delivered 100% online, 
365 days a year, in any module combination. Test 
results are ready in 14 working days. 

The Test is independent of any curriculum  
or course and allows educational establishments  
to benchmark themselves and their students  
against international standards. It provides valid 
and reliable test scores aligned to the Common 
European Framework of Reference (CEFR).
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WHO IS IT FOR?
The Oxford Test of English provides an 
assessment of the Test Taker’s ability 
to communicate in English in a range 
of educational, professional and social 
settings. The Report Card can be 
presented to employers and educational 
institutions as a statement of a Test Taker’s 
profi ciency according to CEFR level. 

THE ROLE OF 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY 
I am pleased to confi rm that Oxford 
University, through its Education Committee 
chaired by the Pro-Vice-Chancellor for 
Education, has overseen the development 
of the Oxford Test of English and continues 
to maintain a close monitoring role in 
ensuring that the highest standards of 
assessment and suitability are maintained. 

The University’s role during the 
development of the Test was to ensure 
that it was appropriate for the target 
candidate market and that the Test 
stood up to the appropriate National and 
European standards in English Language 
acquisition. This included overseeing 
a trial review, a test sign-off ensuring 
the Test was reliable and calibrated 
appropriately, a pre-test review ensuring 
that the marking scheme and the marking 
criteria were appropriate for the nature 
and level of the Test, and oversight of a 
pilot stage ensuring that all aspects of Test 
administration functioned appropriately. 

Oxford University is maintaining a 
close monitoring of the Test ensuring 
that quality control is maintained and 
that it remains fi t for purpose. 

“ The Test serves the 
learner’s need for 
external verifi cation 
of their language 
profi ciency for study 
or career progression.”

Professor Angus Hawkins, FRHistS
Director, Public & International Programmes
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Join a growing number of institutions who have  
enhanced their assessment offer with the quality,  
flexibility and convenience of the Oxford Test of English.  
Go to www.oxfordtestofenglish.com or contact your  
local educational consultant for more information.
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FOUR REASONS WHY

Endorsed by 
the University 
of Oxford.

Available from 
a network of 
Approved Test 
Centres. 

Online, on 
demand, 365 
days a year, 24/7, 
in any module 
combination.

Available 
online in 14 
working days. 

QUALITY FLEXIBILITYSECURITY RESULTS
1 2 3 4
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QUALITY
1
The Oxford Test of 
English is developed by 
Oxford University Press 
and independent experts. 

The procedures followed in the test 
development process draw on a number 
of international standards, including 
the Association of Language Testers in 
Europe (ALTE) Code of Practice. They 
include a rigorous cycle of pre-editing, 
editing, vetting, proofi ng and pre-testing. 

The Oxford Test of English is endorsed 
by the University of Oxford. 

Endorsement is an ongoing procedure 
involving regular review of Test 
design, production, administration, 
fi tness for purpose and quality 
assurance programme. 

• Test items pre-tested by 1000s of 
students in more than 50 countries 

• Endorsement from Oxford University

• Rigorous Assessor recruitment, training 
and quality assurance programme 

• Test Centre Audit Inspections 

To learn more about the Test design 
and development process, read the 
Oxford Test of English White Paper 
on www.oxfordtestofenglish.com 
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SECURITY
2

Effective security measures 
mean that the test 
conditions are consistent 
and fair for all Test Takers, 
wherever in the world the 
Test is taken, and that 
confi dence in the validity 
of the results remains high.

TECHNOLOGY
The Oxford Test of English is a web-
based service which operates in a secure 
browser environment. The secure browser 
software is used to control the 
Test. The software automatically opens 
only the Login webpage of the Oxford 
Test of English. 

How it works:

• The Test is displayed full-screen

• No other webpages can be accessed

• No other application can be accessed

• Print and Print Screen 
functions are disabled

• Copying and Pasting is disabled

• All external ports are disabled 
apart from headphone jacks.

TEST DESIGN
The Test design ensures unique 
assessment for every Test Taker. This 
reduces the chances of malpractice 
and increases confi dence in the results.

• Reading and Listening modules 
adapt to the Test Taker’s responses

• Speaking and Writing modules 
are randomly generated.

APPROVED TEST CENTRES
The Oxford Test of English is only 
available from Approved Test Centres, 
which follow security procedures 
detailed in the Test Centre Handbook.

The Test Centres must ensure that:

• Invigilators are assigned 
to each Test session

• Procedures for registering Test Takers 
and confi rming their identity are followed

• The test room conforms to agreed 
standards and conditions 

• Test Takers do not bring any 
mobile devices, notebooks or 
dictionaries to the test room.
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FLEXIBILITY
3

The Oxford Test of 
English gives the Test 
Centres great fl exibility. 

CHOICES
• The date and time of the test

• The tests can be booked for any 
date, as long as the booking 
is made between 12 months 
and 14 days in advance 

• The number of Test Takers

• The combination of modules

Test Takers can take all four modules 
at the same time, a single module, 
or a combination of modules.

Test Results can be delivered only to 
the Test Centre or to the Test Centre 
and the Test Taker at the same time. 

ON DEMAND, ONLINE
The Oxford Test of English is 100% 
online, which means minimum 
paperwork and administration.

• Speaking and Writing responses are 
recorded online and automatically 
sent to Assessors for marking

• All test-related activity – buying 
licences, booking tests, assigning 
modules to Test Takers, running 
the Test and managing the results 
– is done on the online system.

HELP AND 
SUPPORT

The Test Centre Handbook includes 
detailed guidance, checklists and 
advice on how to run a session 
of the Oxford Test of English. 

If you need support, contact 
Customer Support by phone 
and email for help with:

• Training 

• Logging in

• Booking tests

• Test administration

Email oxfordtestofenglish@oup.es
Phone 91 660 28 33 / 902 876 878
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RESULTS
4

When the results are 
released, Test Takers can 
log in to generate and print 
out their Report Card. The 
overall score will only be 
given when all modules have 
been taken and chosen to 
appear on the Report Card. 

THE TEST RESULTS ARE 
AVAILABLE WITHIN 14 DAYS
The Oxford Test of English Report 
Card shows the Test Taker’s 
profi ciency in each of the skills and 
overall, according to CEFR levels. 

ALWAYS AVAILABLE, 
ALWAYS UP TO DATE
The Report Card can be updated if 
individual skills modules are taken at 
a later date. Results remain valid and 
available for an unlimited period of time.

HOW TO USE THE 
REPORT CARD

The Report Card is a statement of the 
Test Taker’s profi ciency in English. 
Test Takers can print out the Report 
Card and present it to employers or an 
educational institution, or they can use 
the Oxford Test of English verifi cation 
service, which provides independent 
confi rmation of their results.
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3

Oxford Test of English Report Card
The Oxford Test of English is endorsed by the University of Oxford

TEST TAKER NAME DATE OF BIRTH TEST TAKER NUMBER

Fernando García León 03 January 1990 123 456 789

REPORT CARD REFERENCE NUMBER ID DOCUMENT TYPE ID DOCUMENT NUMBER

ABC 456 789 123 DNI 54545454T

OVERALL CEFR LEVEL OVERALL SCORE

B2 120

CEFR LEVEL

MODULE SCORE A2 (51–80) B1 (81–110) B2 (111–140)

Speaking
Taken 03 September 2016

100

Listening
Taken 25 June 2016

112

Reading
Taken 25 June 2016

128

Writing
Taken 03 September 2016

140

SCORE GUIDE

The Oxford Test of English measures profi ciency in English at A2, B1, and B2 levels of the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR*). 
The Report Card provides a CEFR level and a standardised score from 0–140. CEFR Level A2 = 51–80. CEFR Level B1 = 81–110. 
CEFR Level B2 = 111–140.

*CEFR refers to the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, Teaching, Assessment.

The information on this Report Card can be authenticated by requesting a link to the Oxford Test of English verifi cation site from the test taker.
More information on score interpretation can be found at www.oup.com/elt/ote

The Oxford 
Test of 
English is 
endorsed 
by the 
University 
of Oxford

Individual 
skill scores 
and CEFR 
levels shown

Overall score 
and level 
according 
to CEFR 

Personal 
and unique

Key details: 
the score 
achieved 
and date 
taken for 
each skill

The Report 
Card is 
issued and 
validated 
by Oxford 
University 
Press
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For more information on Test Centre criteria, including minimum 
technical requirements, visit www.oxfordtestofenglish.com 

HOW TO BECOME AN 
APPROVED TEST CENTRE
• Review the Test Centre criteria

• Carefully consider the Terms 
and Conditions and details in 
the Test Centre Handbook

• Contact your local Oxford 
University Press representative 
for an application code.

TEST CENTRE CRITERIA
The full list of Test Centre criteria, 
details of the responsibilities of the Test 
Centre staff and conditions for running 
the Tests in a secure environment, are 
described in the Test Centre Handbook. 

A practical Approved Test Centre criteria 
checklist is available from your local 
Oxford University Press representative. 

PEOPLE
Test Centre Managers
set up users, buy and schedule tests

Invigilators
 ensure the effi cient and secure 
running of the Test

IT Representatives
ensure the infrastructure is confi gured 
correctly and that the machines run in 
the secure Locked Down Desktop mode

INFRASTRUCTURE
In order to maintain the security of the 
Test and ensure a positive experience 
for the Test Takers, the Approved Test 
Centres need to be able to ensure they 
have the space and equipment to meet 
the minimum technical requirements.

Test Centre rooms
The rooms should be free from 
interruptions and away from external 
noise and the desk set-up should 
follow the specifi cations in the Test 
Centre Handbook. Secure space 
for storage of Test Takers’ personal 
belongings should also be provided.

Wired broadband connection
The Oxford Test of English is 100% 
online. Administration, delivery, 
and test results require a reliable 
broadband connection to the internet, 
available from the administration 
offi ces and all test machines. 

Hardware: computers and headsets
The Test Centres have to equip the 
room with one computer and a headset 
(headphones and a microphone) per 
Test Taker. The technical specifi cation 
of the hardware can be found at 
www.oxfordtestofenglish.com.

Browsers
The browsers used for test 
administration and delivery should 
support JavaScript and HTML5. 

Audio
All machines used for the Oxford Test 
of English should be capable of playing 
and capturing audio fi les, to support 
the Listening and Speaking modules.

If you would like to 
extend and enhance 
assessment services 
provided by your 
institution, apply to 
become an Approved 
Test Centre for the 
Oxford Test of English. 
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OVERVIEW 
AND STRUCTURE

LISTENING

The material used in the 
Listening module simulates 
conversations and monologues 
that are commonly heard in 
a range of modern English-
speaking contexts.

The Listening module uses 
a mixture of monologues 
and dialogues and gives Test 
Takers the opportunity to 
demonstrate a variety of skills, 
such as understanding local, 
global and inferred meaning, 
and identifying detail, opinion 
and attitudes in the extracts.

1  Top bar shows progress through 
the module and remaining time 
for each task. Test Takers can 
change their answers within 
the time allowed per task.

2  Test Takers can listen to 
the recording twice. 

3  Test Takers can adjust 
volume for each task.

4  Task focus: listening for 
specifi c information. 

5  The “Next” button takes the Test 
Takers to the next question. There 
is no option to go back to previous 
questions. The test will move 
automatically to the next task when 
the time allowed has elapsed.

SPEAKING

The tasks in the Speaking 
module are all based on 
modern and relevant contexts. 
Test Takers may, for example, 
take part in a simulated 
interview, leave a voicemail 
message, or give a talk and 
answer follow-up questions. 

1  Top bar shows progress 
through the module.

2  Modern and relevant tasks.

3  Test Takers see available 
and remaining time.

4  Test Takers can hear and 
read instructions.

5  Task focus: responding 
appropriately in context.

3
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At each level the Test covers 
all four skills: Speaking, 
Listening, Reading and Writing. 
Test Takers are given a time 
limit to complete the tasks. 

Reading and Listening modules 
are adaptive, which means 
the Test adjusts according to 
the Test Taker’s responses, 
making each test a unique 
and motivating experience.

It also makes the test shorter 
and more accurate than 
traditional linear tests.

Speaking and Writing 
modules offer the Test 
Taker individualised tasks, 
marked by trained and 
experienced Assessors.

The Oxford Test of English 
has been developed for young 
adult and adult learners. 
It assesses the ability to 
understand and communicate 
effectively in English at A2, B1, 
and B2 levels of the CEFR.

READING

WRITING

The texts and excerpts 
used in the four parts of 
the Reading module vary 
in length and complexity 
and represent a range of 
examples of real life texts. 

Modern in style, format 
and content, they allow the 
Test Takers to demonstrate 
their ability in a variety 
of reading skills, such as 
careful and expeditious 
reading, understanding 
cohesion and organisation, 
and identifying opinion 
and writer purpose. 

In the Writing module, Test 
Takers have the opportunity 
to demonstrate that they 
are able to complete the 
tasks, show their accuracy 
and range in grammar and 
vocabulary, and how well they 
can organise and structure 
written communications.

1  Top bar shows progress 
through the module and 
remaining time for each task.

2  “Answered” shows the status 
of a question. Test Takers can 
change their answers within 
the time allowed per task.

3  The task expands to show 
question and answer options.

4  Task focus: expeditious reading.

5  The “Next” button takes the Test 
Takers to the next question. There 
is no option to go back to previous 
questions. The test will move 
automatically to the next task when 
the time allowed has elapsed.

1  Top bar shows progress 
through the module and 
remaining time for each task.

2  Task focus: giving and 
responding to information.

3  Test takers type in their response.

4  Automatic word counter.

5  The “Next” button takes the Test 
Takers to the next question. There 
is no option to go back to previous 
questions. The test will move 
automatically to the next task when 
the time allowed has elapsed.

1
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The Oxford Test of English is endorsed by the 
University of Oxford.

Endorsement is an ongoing procedure 
involving regular reviews of the Test design, 
production, administration, fi tness for purpose 
and quality assurance programme.




